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tompelied W give Liw battle thore,

Gon, Loe chose hils own polmt of concoutes-
tion and Bulord aoocepted bis chalionge, which
wak seconded by Neynodde, Accifleut, so o
tewt 48 war, overruled the plans of Meude,
drifting bim to o positlon obosen by the enewy
sudgiving w Meude the suwrpous nds‘uug&
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of a dofensive line in which the enemy was
compelled to attack him

Huneock, Slocum, Howard and Sickles urged
Mende Lo cinne lu(iril_\'hioul';’, with all his army.
Sickles had reachied the field with two brigades
of Birnev's Divi Ward's and Graham's),
three lntteries, and two regiments of Stannard’s

on

VYernmoutors, ik ionging Lo the ].]n-il Loy ps, icav-

ing De Trobriand with his own and Barling's
Brigade of the Second Division and Smith's
New Yark hattery hold Emmittsburg.
Humplire jivllowed with two brigades,
1t is remarkable 1hat this forced wmarch of 10
T ] a march made
AGAINET ORDERS—
ver-matched troops ander Howard,
wledged by either Meade or
reporis of the lattle!—al-
sprecsed 1o Gon. Bickles
1 & private note, on
sent orders to De
s 1o Gellysburg,
Iy om the momiing of the

to

[ sypres

AND

M e u’jt'
10 failow 1l C

f3ivod Gl

asdvance brigades of the
of theenemy—wilhout
ibilation, i one of the
st iouts of themovement, Yet more
remarsstile 1% the circumstance that the trains
of the First Corps, guarded by the Vermont
bripade, nnder Staunard, wore found by Sic
parked o to Gettysburg, Sickles
the rour, and brought
those gplendid regiments of Vermonters, with
b ie 1, to Gettysbhurg, where they fought
g0 heroically and so effectively on the last day.
Theso train and thelr escort had likewise es-
capod capture ! Of course it was essy cuough
{ur cuemy Lo road L out aud capiure and de-
gtroy all these detachments on their flank.

8o skillfully had Hooker masked the move-
ment of his colamus that it was not until the
night of the 25th of June that Lee learmed
from & scout that Hooker had crossed the Po-
tomae, and was alrendy on his right flank and
rear. The trinmphal march of Lee on Harris-
burg was jostantly countermanded. Gettys-

11
awld

kles
the roud

raine o

ordered the

Corui

the

burg was chosen as his point of concentration, |

and especially for its defensive resources. Lee
did not intend to hazard a general engagement
~that is 1o say, a decisive battle—so fur away
from his base, unless attacked by us.
gnt stand of Buford aud the stobborn fighting
of the First and Eleventh Corps gave us the
choice position on Lee's tattlefield, and
foroed him to attack. His army was confident
ol victory !

The combat of July 1, at Oak Ridge, was one
of in war which determine
greut battles and great results, Neither Mcade,
nor Reynolds, nor Buford

EXEW THAT GETTYEBUEG
was the destination of Lee's army
Meade had decided

Liiose nocidents

On July
p. 354, C.W.) that be would

fall back 10 the line of Pipe Croek and take up !

emition,

B Celcus.ve
:
and rear and

threatening Lee's Hank
m 1o stiack. (p, 356
W Bevoeids aud Howard wors ordered to
Gettysbhurg th the First and Eleventh
with Instrections * 1o hold the encuy in check
and f{a - Niy back : = C. W it was
swosedd by Meade that Lee's puint of
coporutrabion was Chambenburg 1he oblect

of our srmy “ o this direc-

of thie mwvemment

tion,” savs Gon. Meade, “bas boen acoem-
plished thet i to say, ' the reliel of Harris-
burg and the of the enemy’s
1t smyivania lﬂ_uu-.l tLhe

W

of Gettysburg
rdered Havoock ther
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thint when }
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tu recon-
pstructed him that
Gettyshurg—a place | had

sud had no more knowl
than 1 ave BOW sddres=ing the Com-
mitlee o0 Condact of the War) “if he
should Shd 1 e
vaulages o the side of the enemy, he sheuld
report 1o me the pearcst positiou in the imme-
diste neghborbood of Geltysburg where a con-
centration of the army would be more sdvan.
tngeoos than &t Gettysburg.”

Thus It was uncertsin on the Ist of July
whether we would copcontrate st FEmmilts.
burg, or P Crock, or Gettysburg, or some-
where In neigt h‘r!’h‘"rd ol hv!l}'-burg,
Buferd, Reynolds, Howard and Sickles, all
drifted 1o Lbe battlefield g= by & common in-
tui Iaford, with his division,—or rather 2
part of it for the reserve brigade under Merritt
was at Moechuvicstown with his trajvs,—held
the LR TR P s stdvsune in chot l: ne 'll:r-}' wWere
about to oeenpy LT !'_wl'vur;'. lftfsﬂll!dﬁ, with
the First Corys isted their advance, while
Howard, in support, teck position on Cemetery
1Ldee, and Sickles made a foreed murch from
Faumittsburg on Lec's flank and ook position
on the left. Hzancock met Meade st Taney-
town at 11 o'clock on the momuing of July 1.
He save: "Gien. Meade told me all his ;lj-::t.lﬁ_
He said Le had made np his mind to fight a
hattle on what is kuown as Pipe Creck ;"
that Reynoids at Geltysburg, with the First
Eleventh Corps, “was really a mask, in
order to allow this movement (occupying the
line of Pipe Crock) to go on in his rear.,” Yet
asecident—which sometimes decides the fate of
Ewmpires—led 1o the collision of the advance-
twe armics near Gettysburg, in
the plans of Meade and Lee
15 said ju disparagement of Gea.
Not at all. Nor is it intended as a
16m of action. He bud beco assigned

ouly three days before, in the
ol the ooy, on the ¢ve of a great
battle. He had no opportunity to inform him-
solf of the wovements of the enciny, por of the
plans of Hooker, besides such communications
a5 wore wade 1o him by the stafil at headqguoar-
ters. Od Butterficld and Warren and
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Lt sitlc of

back %0 my supplios et

or afler that dispateh was writien
La Gettysbmeg bogan. Al the moru-
i the encmy bad boen seascing his forocs
ou our lett for vhe purpose of turning that flank
and vcenpying the Bound Tops, the koy of our
ponitien, and the Jdevated sidge extending to
tho Emmitisborg road in advance of Cemelery
Ridge, This was the position taken by the
Third Carps, and 10 which Gen. Meado's ation-
tion hed been repeatedly invited during the
worsing of the 24 of July. The stiention of
[ the ovemwy had been fixed upon this as their
best line of sttack, and they procceded to make
their disposition for battie. Oa ounr side we
bud no order of battle and no plan for attack
or defeuse. (p. 437-8, C. W.) Gen. Mcade had

The gal- |

Hesays '

ton unsuitable and the ad- |

and |

| plan of battle, but we had none.

‘_ to my &u
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| upon the

| Corps of the

| and year; th
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Tho situation presented an occasion for one of |

e ad | those lntciesiing sud benutifel moves upon the |

deci®™d on the morning of the 24 to attack the
enemy on our right, but his plan was given up
on the representations of Gen. Slocum and Gen.
Warren, Gen. Meande says:

Gen, Warren reported to me that he did not think
an attack advisable from our right flank : 1 there-
fore abapduned that altack and waited for the Sixih
Corps 1o arrive, intending to move the Fifth Corps
over 1o the left (p, 435, C. W), ns 1 did, and then, if
the enciny did not attack me, to make an altack

| myselfl from the lefi,

It therefore appears: 1. That our concentra-
tion at Gettyeburg was pot pursuant o any
plan of campaign, bat was the ult of an acci-
dental eollizsion of detachod bodics of troops
coming together on the flanks of the two armies,
2, That the battle began in the afternoon of
July 2 before any plan of battlc had been
formed or promulgated on our side, and before
any disposition of our forces had been made to
I'c]'»:‘] the attack made by the enemy, excepl
the dispositions made by Sickles, Gen. Huot
gave (p. 449, C. W.):

At that time {11 a. m., July 2, when Gen Meade
senl L 1o examine the line Sickles wanted to oc-
cunvi 1 did not know anything of the intention of
Gen, Meade, whether it was to occupy & line with
a view to atiack . or a defensive line, or a defensive
and offensive line. As we lefi the room I asked
Gien, Sickles what his idea was?

Gien. Hunt was the Chiefl of Artillery of the
army, and would, of course, be charged with
the disposition of the artillery for battle, as
soon as the order of battle should be deter-
mined by the commanding General.

I ask attention to these facts, bocause it bas
been often represented that Gen, Meade had
formed a plan of battle on the left, and had as-
sigued to Geu, Sickles & position on that flank,
from which e advanced upon the enewy too
soon aud too far, and that this advance so dis-
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| position from which if he could he driven, it was
thought our artillery could be used to advantage
in assailing the more elevated ground beyond, aud
thus enable us to reach the crest of the ridge. (Lee,
| p. 18, C. R.)

street, was the position taken by the Third
Corps. Says Gen. Lee:

1t was determined to make the principal atteck
upon the cunemy's lefi. and endeavor Lo galn & po-
sition from which it was thought that our artiilery
could be brousht to bear with effect. Longstreet
was directed to place Lhe divisious of Melaws u"ul
Hood on the right of HIlL, partislly enveloping the
enemy's left, which he was to drive in, !-nll!’ ol
Anderson’s Drigades supporting him on the leil
{(Lee's Report, p. 27, C. R.)

It iz seen in the foregoing extracts that on
the 2d of July the enemy knew distinetly
what they wanted todo, and now we will see
how they undertook their work. They pro-
posed to envelope and drive in our left, held

been withdrawn and sent to Westminster,
Lougstrect says (Longstreet, p. 57, C. R
Fugineers sent out by the commanding General

complelely disclosed the move, Some delay en-
sued in seeking a more eoncenled route,

Gen. Pendleton, Lee’s Chief of Artillery,
says { Pendleton, p. 51, C, R.):

Longsirect was advancing by the ravine road, ns
most out of view, time having been lost in altempl-
ing another, which proved objectionable because
exposed Lo olservalio

| (Kershaw, p. 75, C. R.):

|  We were directed to move under cover of the
bills toward the right, with a vicw to flanking the
enemy in that direetion, if cover could be found to
oconcenl the movement, The column was halted
while Gens. Longstreet and McLaws reconnoitered

|
{

:’9.

Mas.-Gex. Daxier E. SICKLES.

arranged Gen. Meade's plans as to hazard their
snecessiul exeeution. My statement is that no
plan of battle whatever had been promulgated
10 auy corps commander, or to any oflicer of the
general staff, on July 2. The eéenemy had a

on our left flank was
A FURPRI®E TO ALL OF THE ARMY
except to the Third Corps and its commander,
who had informed himself of the movements
of the enemy, reperted thom to Gen. Meade,
and meked lnstructions as to the formation of

| his line and the positions for his artillery.,

The next facl o be weighed is one of greal
gignificance. Buford’s Division of Cavalry was
on our lefl flank on the morning of the 2d o
July. It was sent awny to Westminster, Why?
No reason bhas ever been given except that it
was seul 1o Westminster, our base of supplies,
to refit! Cun it be supposcd that, with an in-
tention on the part of Gen. Meade to atlack the

epemy, or in the expectation of an attack by |

the enetny on his left flank, he would order
duford's splendid division of cavalry to the
rear torefit? And what is more, order itaway
from the left flank, where it was in the best
possible position to render the most effective
service, either for sttack or deflense !

ll will be remembered that Gen. A‘-it-!'ll‘ ‘n-
formed Gen. Halleck, the Commander-in-Chief,
at Waslington, at 3 o'clock in the afternoon of
the 24 of July, that if * satisfied the enemy is
endesvorivg o mouve to my rear and interfere
betwoen me and Washingtlon, 1 shall fall back

pplics at Westminstor,” At that mo-
such & demwonstmation towuards his rear
was prepared in great forece by the enemy, for
this was the purpose of Longstreet's attack
Ihird Corps, on our lef flank.
Hancock
ry
i\

obviou

on Cewmots Hidge wos one " euxsily turned.”
{p. 857, 1 Keport to Meade, July 1), This
WS to the enmemy. Liecat.-
Gen. Hood, who commanded on the right of
the end

enourh

my, and t

ol ATmY, Suy:
Iarn [ the hights of Getlysburg on
he 1 2d of July. * * & [Hood's
Advance snd Retreal,” p. 57) 1 sent forward
s ul ey fexan soouls Lo esoeriain the
position of the encuy's oxtreme lefl Davk. They
mOHN B0 lo I rested upos
Mountsin; that the country was Opin, and Lthat |
could arch through an openn woodland pasture
around Raund Top, and sssault the cnemy in flank
i thielr tralng were pared In rea
wud were badly oxposed W our sltack
direction

wis

thelr

chess-Lourd of war, to perform which 1 had often
dosired nn opportunity. (p. 255, Hood's “Advance
and Retreat.’’) 1 urgently appealed for authority o
tarn the Federal lefl st Bound Top Mountein, 1
hind belicld with admiration the noble deods and
grvand resuls achieved by the immortai Jackson in
slinllar mavuvers; | bad seen his corps made equal
1o 10 thpes s nuisbers by a sudden attack on the
enciuy s vear, und 1 hoped in this instance to be

able to profit by the toaching of my Hlustrious |

oountryusn,

Why did vet Hood nxecute this movement?
Because his own left flank was
MENACED BY THE THIRD CORPS,
thus forcing Houd to attack us on our front,
Gen. Lec says, in bis official report :
The enemy held a bigh aod commanding ridge,
msased

along which he had a Jarge smount of ar-
ulll;;y. Hae, p. 18, C. R.)

frout of Gen, Lougslreet the enemy beld a

Lew's attack !

had poloted out that the position |

berefore in front of the Third |

Itound T P !

| the route., Afier some delsy the Major-General
cornmanding returned and dirceted o counter-
| murch, and the command was marched to the left
| bevond the point st which we had before halted,
and thence under cover of the wouods to the right
l of our line of battle,

We soe that the enemy in our front, on our
left, was masking his forces and manuvering on
the 2d of July, under cover of the woods, to
conceal his preparations for the attack on the
lll):illu:l of the Third (;«urps.

THIS ASSAULT WAS PREPARED

with the deliberation, skill and secresy charac-
teristic of
corps commander. On our side no preparations
were made to mect an attack on our left flank,
| except the dispositions made by Gen. Sickles,

! Lee, Longstreet and MeLaws, and their En-
’ gineers and Chiefs of Artillery, had carcofully
reconnoitered all the ground in front of our
left, and lLee had issued his order of battle
for a demonstration on our right and center,
and an attack in force upon our left. The
troops of the enemy had been placed in posi-
tion, concealed from view, ready to assault,

Such was the situation on our front. Now
let us see what dispositions had been made by
Gen. Meade,

Iound Top and Littls Round Top, the keys
of our position, as Gen. Meade afterward learn-
ed, were uncecupied. Not a regiment nor a bat-
tery had been sent to occupy these strongholds,
| The Fifth Corps, which after the battle was in
| progress was sent to hold Round Top and Little
i Bound Top, had been all day in reserve on the
right. No positions had been selected for onr
artillery, ou the lefi., Buford's Division of
cavalry, of such inestirunble value in watching
our left flank, had been seut to the rear to refit
and guard our trains.

I kept Gen, Meade constantly advised of the
| Bituation on the left flank. (Sickles, p. 207-8,
| C. W.) T made personal reports to him at his
| headguarters, pointed out to him that
Geary’s Division, which 1 had been ordered to
relieve, had not been in position, but had been
mussed near me; that 'had not received any
defipite orders us to the dispesition of my
[ command, which was massed totheleft of Hau-
cock, a part of the First Division, extending
through the low ground in the direction of
Bound Top; that the econccntration of the
| enomy on their rigit (Siekles, p. 207.8, C. W),
developed by wy reconnoitering, eonfirmed by
Birney's scouts and the report of Gen, Berdau,
who had snmasked the enemy by the fire of
his riflernen, afforded the strougest proof of
the desipn of the eneiny to turn our left flauk ;
| that vur left seemed to me our most assailable

point for such a mauuver by the enemy ; and
that our left was pot held in suflicient foree,
nor was the foree now there in position to re-
sisd such an attack as appeared to be imminent.
| 1 usked for orders,
1 HAD X0 DRDERS.
1 did not reccive any orders. 1 found that my
| beliefl =5 to the purpose of the enciny to tarn
pour left was not concurred in at headquarters.
1 remonsteated against sending away Buford's
Division of Cavalry, urging its value as a
protection of our left from surprise, and
the great iwmportance of Buford’s personal
prescnce on that part of our line. I asked
Gen. Mceade to go over the ground on the
left and examine it. He said his engagements
did wot permit him to do so. 1 asked Gen,

Longstreet, perbaps lece’s ablest |

This position of ours, in front of Gen. Loug- |

- @ribune.

THE BATTLE, AND FOR HIS WIDOW AND ORPHANS™
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Meade to send Gen. Warrem, Chief ol ¥

neers, wilth me, to make a reconnoi=s o, and
indicate our positions on the left. G Mead

replied that Gen, Warren's ccoupations were
such as to make it inconveniont
Gen. Hunt, Chief of Artillery, was present, and
not basy, and [ requested Gen Meade to send

for kit o go

| him, and to this request Gen. Meade consented.

| Sickle

Sickles

by the Third Corps, Baford’s cavalry having |
” ' birtells, to Gen. Meade.

| good line;
and myself guided us by a road which would have |

Sickles, p. 207-8, C. W., and Tremaing

Gen. Hant says, in his testimony belare the
Committes on the Conduct of the War:

Gen. Meade told me about 11 o'clock that Gen
4, who was there at the time, w nie
exaniine his line, or the Hioe that he wished to oe-
cupy : and Gen, Meade wished me to go with Gen.
and exanmine the line. | think bhe added
that Gen. Sickles had no good position for Dhis arl
lery. At that time [ did not know sanything of the
intention of Gen, Meade—whietlier it was to ocoupy
n line with a view to attack. or a defensive line, or
n defensive and offensive line, [ ssked Gen.
Sickles what his jdea was « & @ | peturned (o
hesdguarters and weat in and made o report, very
I stated to hion that | had
examined the Hne; that, so far as it was a hne for
troops (o oceupy, taken by Msell, I was a very

but before putling any troops on i1, o
occupying it, 1 would advise him to examine i§
him=e!f; that I would not give any andvice in tl
matier. | did this becuuse I did not know Gen
Meade's intentions, apd I supposed he wonld soon
be out thereand exmmnine it for himself if he thought
it necessary, Feeling anxious aboul the position
of Cren. Sickies, 1 returned direotly towards the
sition he wanted his right to occupy. On apy

| Ing it Capl. Randolph, who commanded

- s - e N | lery of the Third Corps, eame rid:
Gen. Kershaw, of McLaws's Division, says |

stating that he was glad 1 had come
ordered to put a couple of balteries in i
orchiard there and wished me to select U

1 asked if Gen. Sickles had ordered it s
yes, The skirmishers were alre
dismounted and went in with 3. Lz
undera warm musketry fire, I told him if

teries were to be placed there, the place
selected was as good a position as he could
pointed out another position for another battery
and sent immediately to the arfillery reserve |
some rifled batleries, s [ saw the enemy's art
moving iu heavy force arcund our lefl, and beyon
the reach of our simoothbores. As soon as |
given these instructions | started baek inmed 3
to find Gen. Sickles. On appronching him | saw Le
was jo conversation with Gen, Meade, | sug
of course, that Gen, Meade had eome out thete and
had approved of his vecupyiog that line. I U
fore returned to Capt. Eandolph and assisted
in putling his batteries in posil
opeped upon by a heavy artillers
from this strip of wood in fron
pew line. (Hunt, p. 450, C. W)

ately
L T !
A -
. Wwhen we we

firc at close range

of Gen. Sieklea'n

re

Gen. Meade says:

About 3 p. m. I rode out to the extreme
awnait the arrival of the Fifth Corps and
it, when I found that Maj.-Gen. Siekle
ing the Third Corps, (Meade, p. 45, 0. K. not |
ﬂ;lpr"lu'rul,ngl!u.‘ st r regard b the
tioa to be occupled, had advanced, or ralber wa
the nct of advancing T me hall & m
three gonarters of a mile fn front of the line
Second Corps, on the prolongation of widelh §
designed Lis corps should rest. Having found |
Gen., Sicekles | was explaining W -

oo far in mdvance, and discussiog wnb him the
propriety of withdrawing, when the enenyy opened
upon him with several betteries in his frous and
immedintely brought forward oo F i :
and made » most vigos
Corps sustained the shock hera
from the Second Corps were imme
Maj.-Gen. Hanoock to cover Lhe rigl
Third Corpgs (Mesde, p. &5, 0L R

the assault commenced the Fifih
tunately arrived and took position { th
Thied, Maj.-Gen .""}Ll-- commanding, 'snme dintely
sending a force to occupy the Hound Tep Ridge,
where a most furlous contest woas mainialoed, Lthe
enemy making desperale bul unsuccessful <Oorts
Lo secure it

Notwithstanding the stubborn resistan. of the
Third Corps under Maj -Gen. Birney (Ma).-
Sickles having been wounded early in the
the superiority of numbers of the enomny e
him to oulfiank the corps in its sivawed po-
sition, Gen, Birney was compelled to Lll ack and
reform belind the line originally deagued to be
held. In the meantime, peresiving The greal ex-
ertions of the enemy, the Sixth Corps, urder 3a).-
Gen. Sedgwick, and & pars of the Firs rps, o=
gether with detachments from the Seroud o
were all brought up at different pericds w
ceeded, together with the gallant resistanoe o
Fifth Corps in checking nnd flaslly repusing
assanlt of the enemy, who retired In confasior
disorder nbout sunset, and cessed any f h
on the extremelefl. (Meade, p. 45, 0. K
the heavy assanlt upon our extremme lefl, pe
of the Tweilth Corps were sent as relv loroements,
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Before analyzing this description of the bat-
tle of July 2, it will be convenient snd proper
to point out one or two errors of fact of more or
less importance.

1. Gen, Meade states that Gen. Sickles was
wounded carly in the action. Gen. Sickles was
wounded about 8 o'clock, 80 says Gen, B
in his official report to Gen. Meade. Of cour
Gen. Birney knew when the command of (I
corps was turned over to him by Gen
who coufirms Gen. Birney's statemse
testimony before the Commitiee on
duct of the War. Gen., Meade says the actio
began soon after 3 o'clock in the afternocon,

THREE HOUES OF

as was seen on the left that day, espee
those three hours when the enemy wears
and strong in their assaults, and e for
supports got into position, cannot jestil
siatement that Sicklez was wound

the action. Besides, Gen. Meade was

by an Aid-de-Camp sent to him soos

ruey

SUCH FIGHTING

| o'clock by Gen. Sickles, that in cous

| Lime

wounds he had turned over the
the Third Corps to Gen. Birney.
2, Gen. Meade states that st the
of the action, * Troops from the S
were immediately sent by Maj.-G
to cover the right flank of the This
This is an error. The right flank of
Corps needed no eover or support. It was not
attacked. It was on the left lank of the Third
Corps where support was necessary, hecause it
was there that the enemy pressed his ussanlts,
and it was L:rucl-:cly there, on our left, that

nd Corps

ADCOC K

Gen. Haneoek, at my request, sent Caldwell's |

gallant division of the Second Corps. And why
did 1 ask this support? Because Round Top—
the key of our position—was unoccupled!

~

MAJ-GEN. DavID B,

Gen. Hancock says
apon this point:
One of my divisions (Gen.
over to the lefl of Gen, Sickls
report Lo Gren., “‘.\r'l.l--- Gl U was pw
by oue of his stalf olovr=. |
reason it was orvdered to report t
that after Gen. Sickles sdvunced,
ordered to hold Round Top, nl probals
troops lsnd not gottetr up, nlthougl: he
person, and I judge it was lntended (L
mine should hold the position un
comwsmmied shotuld arrive.  In fact, |
thiut the division wonid be
AS SO0 ns ml_ Sykss 4 colu
but it beenm®invoived ih the Gght aud fou gt thero
all the aflernoon. The encmy suceneded Lave i the
afternoon in turning the lefl of the Third Corgs by
passing between it aud Round Top Monntaln, sud,
making the sattack npon that funk of the Third
Corps, forced it back. Geun. Gibbon, of ey oo
mand, had sent out two regiments and & Latlery to
counect the right of Gen. Sickles with our Hoe.
There was o litle brick house in front of our line,
which secmed to be a good poing to rest the right
(of Sickles) upon, and i order to strengt hen Gen,
Sickles, he sent out these (Iwo) regimcnts sl o
battery. (Huancook, p. W06, C. W.) * % * Dotueh-
ments of the Twel
vight, and also grester dotachimonts of the First
Corps cameup.

Bigxoy.

Hancock, p. 44,

v s
' od
$11 € My kon's
was old o the

retyried Lo me
P TN

und shos

Gen. Humphreys, who commanded my right |

division (Secoud), says in his report:

The division on my left (Bimey's] was now
engaged with the enemy’s infantry, which in my
front merely made demonstmtions, bot did not
drive in my pickets,

There is not & word ju Gen. Humphreys's re-

| Mecond Corps

| designe

him |

| "-I'..'l".!l;_',' |

| » mile;

| Sickles, and not

| j\'..-l:

b Corpa vaine over fevom the |
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ahow
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3 Gen. Mends ys im his repert that he
found when he rode out to the extreme left,
about 3 in the aften
Maj.-Gen. Siekles, cornmanding the Third Corps,
B O K. bad advanced, or rather wias in
i advimneing his corps some hall a mile op
tatters of & mile in front of the line of Lhe
A ongstion of which it was

« porpa =l

0an

I i
Gen, Siekles

any position “in front of the lin

oand Cosrpa.™ (Bime

Birney, in his oiliei

R.

Lae 1.
to Gen. Meads,

statea preciseiy the posit of the advance line.
He sayvs:

My line was formed, with Ward on the left, rest-
Ing on the wou 1 | Hoond To lidge or Devil's
e Trobirin i T nler, and Corpdsm on
my right, In the el Orclissd, with
the Framittsburg rond,

Homg
seribes his pos

.-"'hwri‘.}' afler
division in line ¢
of the First 1N
right resting oy
Division of the Secand

the crest, near my

T
45

s rig it on

Gen,

That
these repas
I did nos sdvan
P‘!t]:-l.‘li-':. - )yt L
left
ad vance
echelan.

i. Naor is

Sickles

rested on Hou:

of the §

A Tog
lefs of the
the statement accurste, that Gen.
‘had sdvan was in the aect
advansing his t 1if & mile or thres-
quarters of a m Gen. Birney says Birney,
p 451, O.R.), referring to the atiack made on
the left by the on his front :

nformation to

or 1 4

" | ;
wvne

encmy

Communicating this
Maj.-Gen. Sickles, 1 was ordered that allcer to
change my front o meet the atl 1 did this by
ndvancing my left %50 vards and swinging arcound
the right so as lo on the Emmitisharg rond at
the Peacl He aiso informsed me that n
division from the and from the Fifth Corps

bad been ordeced 10 by | tiness 1o support me.
s

Gen. Humsphres 55,
O. K

Aboud
r. 1

npartant

rest
el

Second
ys

with Gen., Sickles's
moved so that the
first line tan along irg road a short

dmtance behind the crest upon which that road

i p. m., In complinnge

{ 4
il

el
Gen. Carr, in his report, says
O.R):

At 418 p. m__ by arder of Gen. Humphreys, I ad- |

of & hill, and
ey from the 165t
in an orchard on

vanced my line 0 yards o the crest
at the same time detailed [0 n
Mass. o OaCeUpy an ald ",-ia;,-i"i,‘
the left of my line,

So that it plainly appears from the reports of
Gens. Biruey, Humphreys and Carr, command-

ing the troops maki ¢ advance, that Gen,

MAJ.-GEN. Axpeew A. HUMPHREYS
Meade is inaceurate in his statement that Maj.-
Gen, Sickles
ADVANCED THE THIRD CORPS

from half to three-quurters of
of the line of the
on the rizht was
and on

W

] e advance
about one-sixth of
ft Birney wl to the
Devil's Den, 300 yards—Iess than one-third of &
mile. The left being thrown forward to oc-
cupy the stroang position on Reund Top Ridge,
so stubbornly hel Ward's Brigade and
Smith's battery.
5. Nor is Gen. Meade more acenrate when he
- ' the posi-
Third
wehended by Gen.
Fhis s » matter
aud shogld
3 M 'u}u'

sive or defen-

Second Corps,
300 yards

the le Wi vance

intimates that his it
tion desigmed to
Corps ]

the
had been
that has been mu
be curefully cou
formed plan of battle—oilen

I ¥ e
31V«

any
ou July 2
At J o'clock In the atl

' Memde

before Gen.
lett, he tols
lngton, as 1
If not ufor-
mnlton of ¢ AV LHE f e enemy whielh will
! i 1] ind s

is
be-

oo, & few moments
e on the extr
Halleck, at Wash-

Dz i

endenvoring t

tween: o aned W

sUPplies ni Weatug
Imnedintely

enemy begunt his thi

rear, by atia

It is

l!- s =5

(3cn.

All

th ¢

euenry
AT PGS
el

' o MYy

i1 was scnb the
n our

atis e b

to atiack or
plies at Westmin

From th
righth } adv 3. e !
111"\4_'1.. ] Lhe Cilraclery
Soon allerwad role
exanine W of onr
wie, ki wGpa cotld bardly be snid
it lon s

tlaea

of the gronmnd,
ith Ciewn, Memdle to
Steigles
h (T
e seemed W e some doubt whether
e ahould oceupy o lme o front, or the one en the
ridze i tho rear, . However, when we got
au the groand the enemy w u=t ahont sttnecking,
and Gen. Sickles lmn ] began to arrange
his troops on the sdvanced line. | suppose that
wis about the only thing that conidd be doane at that
time. i ther went, by Gon. Mewde's direction, (o
what is enlled Bald Top (Rouod Tup) and froumy thut
polut cvuld see the euemy’s Bnes of buttle, | sent

whels ien

word to Gen. Mende that we wounld at once have lo |

oreupy that pince very strongly. (Warren, p. 377,
QW)

It thus appears fron

That when the battle of July 2 opened Goun,
Sickles's position and Gen. Mcade's plans were
STILL IN DOUBT ARXD UNDLTEEMINED,

2. That Round Top, the key of our pesition,

| reluruing o

| coe, of his stall’

2 mile in front |

| of the secand

_ the testimony of the |
Chief of Engincers of Gen. Meude's stasf: 1, |

| also,

m——

Y - daa
.-31)!.

——

wis

ADOCCI i - W icikles b once, when
the g i

énemy attacked, gan to armange his
troops on the advanced line " —the only thing
to be done. You remember what Hoot SAYHE:
Mende told me that Gen, Sickles, who was
at the winhed me to examine his line,
I think he

LSS
there

s i
O LI

1Ty
line Lt he wanted lo occupy.,
wicded that Gen. Sickles bad no good pesition for
hits artillery. AL that time I did not know anything
of the intentions of Gon. Mende.

How ¢ould the Chiel of Artillery, ablo and
zealons as he was, advise Gen. Sickles aa to the
pasition for his troops en the left, or a8 to posie
tions for his artillery, when the Chief of Aztil-
lery kunew nothing of the plans or purposes of
the Commanding General, on the threshold of

tie ?

¢, then, were the " instrnetions in regard
sition to be occuplied ™ by the Third
1ich Gen. Sicklea bad not fally spprs-
* Neither the Chief of Engineers nog
Fof A ery knew anything of the
ufe, nor of the positions * de-
" an the loft by the Thied
whom had these "“in-
mnicated to Gen, Sick-
makes no statement which
s L.
n the morning of July 2 (Meade,
if officers of Gon. Meade were
ppoen the poaitions of
fleld, —their artillery,
and this daty, a8 to the
was assigned Col.
naral.
iwver madde his report as to
A4 he Thivd ¢ that Ceen.
Memnde knew our position, and if it was nod
satisfuctory to him there was smple time fo
chaage it conformalily is wishes and plans,
a8 soon as they were formed
[t is therefore establivhed by the foregoing
itentinng of three of the
priueipal diceras of the srmy Bad been
'l-i""."\'.'*.l ?..l'l' it e .-j'_ toonr :"!‘!_. :‘ull o -'bh
pesition of the Thind Corps. [ refer to Gen.
Wavren, Chiol of Eagineers: Gen. Huos, Chief
af Artillery, and Gen. Sebhriver, Inspectar-Gen-
eral. X ne of these otficers communicatad
any ore from Gen. Meade to Gen. Sickles
respecting the position of the Third Corps, or
a5 Lo the of the commanding General on
the _ Let us now see whad
HAD BEES DONTE MEANWHILE BY GEN. SICKLES
inform Gen. Mende 15 to the sitoation on the
left. the movementsaof the enemy, and "how
tion of the Third Corps.
Maj. Alexander Mouvra ( Moors, Jan, 10, 1580,
, Gen. Sickles's Juniaor Ald-de-Camp, an
intelligent offlcer of muoeh experience, whe
the staffs of Kearny and Hooker,

e

LI

MORLLIUIL Of T

wl
’ )
v

testimany, tha

staffl ollic

to

haedl been oo
reports

I distinculy reeciicet your sending staff officers o
CGian, Meade for instruetions . to the llue you were
to occeupy with your corps, but you never recelved
any lastructions o my knowledge. | went my-
self an two oerastons to Gen. Mende for aueh o
structions, wnd to inform him that the enemy was
moving to the left of the army, which e did ook

scens Lo belleve
[ recollect distinetly rding around of the
and Gen.

line of the Third Corps with yoursal

Huant, Chief of Artiliery of the Army of the Potos
mo, and you then sent a stafl’ offcer, Capt. Fry T
belleve, o nsk Geon, Meade to come and see the Ene
you had tuiken up with your corpse. AS the SMne

Brever Mis-GeEx S W. CRAWFORD:
time [ went by vour divcclions to see exctly how
far your left rod.
I found Smith's New York Bat . supported by
Ward' s Brigude, which oteupied shill to the righd
of Little Round Top snd o little in front of s small
rivalet enlled Bun; unls was the extrems
left of your ilue.  From this point the enemy could
be distinetly seen moving in mass (o your | on
vou with thisa jeformation yom
to procecd at onee to Geon
wrt the condition of aflkirs to° him I
dueade wt his hendyunarters and made
i ;o6 o his horse and sccom-
ird yous line, bat before reacliing
the point where you were the battle hud begnn,
Memle then directed you persoually to eall
the FHlh Corps for any troo Fou Niljgas
it of yonr iine. ﬁ- o the time
yrtcd o Gen, Meade that the chieiny Wwas
do not Lelieve that he ex-
m that quarter. [ have noth-
rezard to the position of the Thind
seceitd dav of the battlie of Getiys-
¢ than (hoat Gen. Mende wos kept fully
e of the moveindénis you were
e, Jan. 10, S0, letter.)
fay Fassit, A, D C. to Maj.-Gen,
Birney, commanding First Division, reports
Fassit, June 12, 'S4, letter
About noon of July en. Birney sent Capt. Brige
Lo mn i reconnolsERnee on our
frout and left, Capt. Briscoe sent in word thus the
snemy were massing on our left, and bad aiready
1l guns in position near & white house oo the hill
to our wl Gen, Biney sent me oub Lo
see Briscve amd verily whichh I did,
You then os «l tien, Birney to place Graham's
Brigade s the Pouch Ovchard, snd while you aad
Gon. Birney und vour stadl’ were on the road ib the
renr of the P i e bard, mounted, Sen. Moale
and his sl rode up. He ssked whas was the
positicn ) lne and wlhat was belng
done. Y ceplained w0 him the mussing of
troops b e eoemy on your left and frons,
and that there were 11 guns in position on the
lill nens House, Gen, Meade pooh-
poohed the st 'hie words were hardly oud
of hi ‘neny, sweing sucha eolloo-
tiou licers, opeued with thess vory
Zuna the House., Randolph's
byt b v run, anilmbered, amd come
myenced | N Plisst was the nst | saw or Begrd
of tien. on that dey an the fleld. Afer this
e R tween Gen. Mende and you, whick
shont L300 in the adiernoon, we Were -
with the encmy unill about 7:30,
were reileved DY ollier WToopa.
AR AP MP SAYS,
. Tremaive, my Senior Aid-de-

' rene
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and reg
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aviung to your left, |
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Blvely ennged
wWhen we

LID-DE-t

weoll on the frst day
and of the ime-
Il 1o e on thoss dsys, 8

Wa e that auy uuporiauns
nt or locntion of yuue
commsnicated to vou
ge on Iy part in n
seard Uinl It was
Fivey W you 13 re=
Lo amsmane o e
aillo. te conlynry, your
spositions both on e fesh asd
1 were indo or necessilule

v duties ns
! the segcoud,
vunale
Lrrienn
{ never
= Wer
nw you wears
UL TR O v L
movetnens

wys ol i

Mir own JackEmie
W Li Yxitl)
ni Zilled, andd
ting mose than alerw =

Ag Lt W

¢ Gn Y
My kder
Ris s g
Lol voul bk
rders you movedd
e lty sbuUrg.
the lefh. where thev
'hoy wore the
Fhielr ne of msrcls wis
road wore thelr
vad o dotaclhs
v hattery in the rear.
Ennwmiltsburg, wael
This
{ Uhe secomd day
t wius been « of ks situntion
Vonide whignarters severml
of thnt doy fur Ve purpose of
obilisin suchy -
As Melielie ey, Toe those who
niling witly the s ] had been hes
my experience of the previous day and
it wis clear thoat the oppertunities foy attaele
. efk would not be lost by Gen, Lee. Should
lumsorsirate in that direction belfore vyour tesits
and detaehoo qune up, Wheir sdety would be
imperilioed, shue off frura the rond by
which they were moving o vour lines  ‘The prae-
tigul gque=ton, therelre, presonted on the mornig
uy of the battle was, whether the
Emmiltsburg road showld be Ropt by you, froan
vour lefl towards Eusolisburg, or whether I8
should be abandoned to tie encmy,
AN INTERVIEW WITH MREADE
I recolleot having had so interview wilh Gen.
Meude eprly in the morning npon the subject, and
to hsve askoed, aunong other tiings, hat cavalry be
sent down thud rumd Lo Reep it olenr. 1 recolicch,
an interview when the quesiion was pre-
sented o Gien, Meade, whether the Emmiitsbung
romd should be kept open or not”
I recolicet dintinetly that Gen. Mende did not sy
10 e, ot sing e, shot thas Tond was 10 Do abame
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